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    Former Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Marcus Luttrell 

Surrounded and severely outnumbered in combat, you can either give up or fight to the death. Petty Officer Luttrell 
and three other SEALs faced that decision in the hills of Afghanistan on June 28, 2005. A SEAL never gives up. 
 
The team, which included Lt. Michael Murphy and Petty Officers Matt Axelson and Danny Dietz, had been sent on a 
covert mission to find and kill a Taliban leader. As the SEALs scoured the area, they encountered three civilians 
who Luttrell believes alerted Taliban fighters. About an hour later, approximately 80-100 Taliban fighters appeared 
and began a ferocious assault. As the small team fought back, a Chinook helicopter arrived in support – but was 
shot down by the enemy, killing all 16 men on board.   
 
The SEALs realized that their odds of survival were slim – but their training and sense of honor told them to take out 
as many enemies as they could. By the end of a two-hour gunfight that careened through the hills and over cliffs, 
Murphy, Axelson, and Dietz had fallen. An estimated 35 Taliban were also dead. Luttrell managed to escape the 
carnage – badly injured – and slowly crawl away down the side of a cliff.  
 
Dehydrated, with a bullet wound to one leg, shrapnel embedded in both legs, three vertebrae cracked; the situation 
for Luttrell was grim. Rescue helicopters were sent in, but he was too weak and injured to make contact. Traveling 
seven miles on foot, he eventually reached a village where he was put under “lokhay warkawal,” Afghan for the 
protection of the villagers, who fed him and cleaned his wounds. In short order, one of the villagers made his way to 
a Marine outpost with a note from Luttrell, and U.S. forces launched a massive rescue operation that pulled him 
from enemy territory. To this day, Luttrell remains indebted to the villagers who risked their lives in his defense. As 
he told The Washington Post, “In the middle of everything evil, in an evil place, you can find goodness. Goodness. 
I’d even call it godliness.”  
 
Luttrell was the “Lone Survivor” of the events of June 28, 2005. He was awarded the Navy Cross for his actions. 
Washington Post story; Houston Chronicle story; Army Times story. 
 

July 11, 2007, Vol. 2, Issue 25 

Army Reserve Maj. Christopher Matson 
One of the most vital missions of the U.S. forces in Iraq is to train and support the Iraqi security forces so that they 
can defend their own country. Matson was sent to Mosul in April 2006 to work with Iraqi soldiers, most of whom 
were former “peshmerga,” indigenous Kurdish guerilla fighters. He was part of a specialized task force of ten U.S. 
soldiers, each with a unique skill set. These training groups, also known as Military Transition Teams (MiTTs), are 
located throughout Iraq. In Mosul alone, there were 10-15 MiTTs while Matson was there. 
 
Matson served as the operations officer for his team. He knew he needed to develop personal relationships with the 
Iraqi forces, so he spent a great deal of time in informal settings talking and joking with his Iraqi counterparts. The 
Kurdish soldiers eventually embraced the training team: not only did they train and work together, but the Kurds 
came to think of the Americans as family.  
 
Matson and his team lived in a beat-up, bombed-out building in the middle of Mosul, where they and the Iraqis lived 
together, ate together, and trained together. It was a dangerous setting for sure, but the Iraqis and the Americans 
faced the danger together. And the constant interaction fostered strong bonds between the two forces – part of a 
comprehensive strategy to develop and ensure greater leadership on the ground.  
 
Ten days before Major Matson was to return to the U.S., a truck bomb exploded outside of the compound, blowing 
in the wall of Matson’s room and seriously injuring him. He was knocked unconscious with severe trauma injuries to 
his head and neck, but his Iraqi counterparts responded swiftly and took him to the nearest medical unit for 
treatment. Matson attributes his survival to their quick response.  
 
Matson’s injuries were so severe he was unable to return to his unit, which led to his greatest regret: being unable 
to say goodbye to the Iraqis he had come to call “his brothers.” For his leadership and work in Iraq, Matson received 
the Bronze Star upon his return from Iraq in May 2007. Army Reserve release; CNN interview.  
 

http://www.defenselink.mil/heroes/50heroes/Axelson.html
http://www.defenselink.mil/heroes/50heroes/Dietz.html
http://www.amazon.com/Lone-Survivor-Eyewitness-Account-Operation/dp/0316067598/ref=sr_1_1/105-7691390-9608464?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1184070332&sr=1-1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/10/AR2007061001492.html
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